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Clearer skies prompted by a dramatic drop in alr and road traffic have offered an unexpected boost to solar power
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According to Environment Agency Abu Dhabi, there has been a significant reduction in air pollution since the UAE
SHAE announced safety measures to help combat the spread of Covid-19,

The latest agency dota showed a 50 por cent reduction in the average nitrogen dioxide lavels usually seen at this time
of year.

A similar pattern has been experienced in Germany, Spain and the UK where the nation’s solar output record was
broken on April 20,
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MNew records were also sat in Germany on April 20 and in Spain on March 26,

Reduced air pollution means solar panels require less cleaning, reducing maintenance costs and boosting power
genaration.
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Despite the noticeable improvements in power generation elsewhere, experts said a guantifiable improvement in the
UAE coiild be hard to assess.

Solar energy provider SirajPower provides solar energy services to the commercial and Industrial sectors across the
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“In genaral, the leval of poallution dua to industrial activitios in tThe UAE iz much lass than in most other parts of the
world” said Laurent Longuet, SirajPower's CEO.

“The only main source of emission that may affect the weather in the UAE is car traffic,
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"Due to its geographic location next to the Arabian Gulf and the desert, the sky in the UAE is much less sensitive to the Coronavirus: Jordan

b _ A = : =i = e 2uo = emerges from one of the
pollution Thatl may come from vehicles than the locations in Europs where significant improvements have boen world's strictest
observed. leckdowns

MENA

“Since the baginning of the lockdown, we have not observed any significant changs in terms of the quantity of energy
we recelve daily from the sun radiation compared to last year™

A drive towards more sustainable sources of energy is accelerating in Dubai where it is hoped renewable power will
make up 75 per cent of the emirate’'s requirements by 2050,

"
To aid that, the Dubai Electricity and Water Authority is building the world's largest solar energy park in the emirale’s

The 200-megawatt fifth phase of the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park will be commissioned in stages,
starting fram the third quarter of next year,

“We strongly beliove that pursuing the offorts made to grow the share of renowable encrgies and espeocially solar is
needed” Mr Longuet said.

“The UAE has been pioneering the efforts in that respect by developing the largest solar plants in the world and
allowing private consumers to do so with the nel-melering policy in Dubai.

“When it comes to car traffic, electric and hydrogen vehicles are definitely solutions to be further developed™




